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J. H. Atkinson, MD, is a board-certified psychiatrist whose clinical and research 
clinical trial expertise focuses on understanding the intersections of HIV, mental 
health, and chronic pain. He is a founding member of the HIV Neurobehavioral 
Research Program at the University of California, San Diego (UCSD) School of 
Medicine, and a founding co-Director of the University of California Center for 
Medicinal Cannabis Research. 
 
He has published more than 250 scientific and clinical articles on a range of topics, 
including HIV-related depression and chronic pain.  
 
Dr. Atkinson earned his undergraduate degree at Princeton University, his medical 
degree from Stanford University School of Medicine, and completed a straight 
medicine internship at the University of Utah. After residency training in 
psychiatry at the University of California, San Diego School of Medicine, and a 
fellowship in psychiatry at Albert Einstein College of Medicine, he joined the 
Department of Psychiatry at UCSD. Dr. Atkinson is board-certified in psychiatry 
and is a Distinguished Life Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association.  
 


